Downtown history favors
clearing block, building up |

By Foster Ockerman, Jr.

Tam about to commit
heresy. _

T'have been a supporter of
historic preservation all my:
adult life. For four years I was
chairroan of Kentucky's His-
toric Preservation Review ™
Board, the body whichre-
VIEWS every. property nominat-
ed to the National Register of
Historic Places. / ©~

My wife'and T restored a
National Register propeity as
our residence. My former law
fivm restored 2 National Regis-
ter property for offices. ] -
helped found the Lex
ington History Muse-
um which has among :
its goals restoration of
oy historie former

Courthou$e. T am the farm residences of its . horse farm, it proposes more
historian for my | + era; with broad porch- ‘office space and retail down-
church, 4 congregn- . MR A o overllooldng'the  , town: o |
tion begun in 1789, . Foster - fields. TR .. Now is not the time to say, .
where we worshipin ,* Ockérman J&. . The probler was ~  “Qf, wait. a minute, 1 didn't

a National Register:  .js 3 Lexington  the farm around it had ean infill downtown.” :
listed sanctuary. . .. - atforriey, - - been subdivided into~ ¢ . Where else can it be? Our

" Tstipport the riew - -
hotel and office project, Co
. Before the brickbats fly, let
mig offer some historical per-
Spective 6 this discussion, ,
- In the mid-1960s our com-
munity took a1adical step for
a small town looking t6 grow
and prosper. We decided to re
move:the railroad tracks which
sliced:through dowatown, to-
géther with the warehouses,
sheds, and angillary bisildings, _
We adopted an Urban Renewat
Plan which resulted in Vine
Street as-we kiow it today, :
the Civic Céntef, Rugp Arena,
and, ultimately, Triangle Park,
The block on which the ho-
tel and office project is pro-
posed is the last unredeyel-
opéd block in the Urban Re-
néwal Plan. Its time has come,
. We decided over 40 years
ago 16 change the layout,
scope; fes] and seale of part of
downtovwn, The scale of Vine
i8 not two or three stories like
i

. historic preservation for a liv-
© ing that a critical elemert of

- Ing is sufficienitly “historic”

s onginai context. Our board
- Register, -

+ its witidows 10 longer repre- |

g is of a different gra andar - Ga :
. chitecturé, The Main Street -broadet reach inf history, stich -

story favors

the north side of Main. The town Entertainment District
scale; from the top of Park and proposed changes to those
Plaza to the top of the Finan- buildings; a solution for the

- cial Center, is higher than one  entertainment venues being

- realizes, as will be the towers displaced. o
on top of the trans# cenier, Finally, we must confront

We have decided to develop

the Vine Street corridor cna” commiuniity. In adopting our -

different model, ...~ Most recent Comprehensive
. Ileatned from.the_profes; . Flan we elected not to expand
sionals and experts who do the Urban Service Boundary

-in favor of infil! sind “up not
out” growth. The proposed

. Project is a natural result of

. that decision. Instead of an: -
other hotel far from the care
of downtown, or another mo-
tel at an 'interchange, it pro:

. poses a first-fate hote] to sup-
port the exparided Civie Cen-

 ter. Instead of another office
park o1 strip mali on a former

determining whether a build-

(versus just “old”) to warrani
inclusion on the National Reg-
e iSEEI 15 context,  fe.
member particulatly a
pre-Civil War farm-
house nominated for
its representation of

house lots, It hiad Jost: 286rva
tion has put 2 stranglehold on
‘downtown, The historic neigh-
borhoods surrouinding ir, cou:

voted ;

10t the send it on to the
© Victorian Square wag a.
valid preservition effort he-

cause it vetained ifs context,
‘There is no context left to the
project block. The Rosenberg
building stands aloneasan
éarly commercial budlding; but

 have limited expansion of the

downtown business district
‘only answer,

ining. I am not one of
S - those in thrall to the notion .
sent the original facade. The

former Levas'’ restanrant build- - in the context of the 2010. ..

a$ out decision to remodel

buildings at Upper are of 5
third  Vire from a railroad andvara

, era. There {3 1o context,
10 unifying theme, no sense of
history remaining, i :
If there is a unifying thenie
to a business district, it is that
buildings becomé mnci;gona]ly
obsolete and are removed to
‘nake way for new buildings.
A good example is the recent :
Te-zoning of part of Manches- and neighborhoods were -
ter Street to create a down- wrong. '

¥ e

and business corridor; o

_ . 'When a project comes
‘along which comports ith
our communal decisions, we
should recognize it and sup-
port it; or confess that our de-
: cisions to preserve Tarmland

- another decision made by o |

success ih historic presérva: ©

" pled with our two universities, .|

horizotitally, Budlding upisthe |
: _Acityis‘e.iﬂzerj-'gi'bvzviﬁ:g or -
deci -1Let )

every decision miust be made ™

* Games: Some decisions have a .

 House district to'a commercial
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